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rVb5d*9n4n\*/i'-s [bicnd of NL i'eVand E cyanin] 
ogen-containmg anthocyanin constituting the chie: 
matter of garden beets 

naphtnolc acid n : HYOROXYNApirrHoic aod a 
tide n t'6c/a] : an electron or positron emitted by 
eus of an atom during radioactive decay 
n 1 : BETA PARTICLE 2 or beta radiation : a stream 

BSm or beta wave n Vbetal ; a brain wave current 
t frequency of more than 10 pulsations per second 

Ab^b2+\ vt [be- + tassel} : to adorn with or as if 

n Vbeta} I a nonverbal group intelligence test used 
.S. Army during World War I 

n \'bad.».,trlln, -5t9— also 'bC-N n -s [ISV ^beta + 
in accelerator in which electrons are propelled by the 
I action of a rapidly varying magnetic field 
y*gali \'bech9re,ga. -gdX n -s [native name in Aus- 

BUDOERtOAR 

5t\ adj tprob. fr. F bite, lit., blockhead, beast ^n 
b€te to pass in a card game), fr. OF beste beast — 
ieast] in certain card games : subject to a penalty for 
I fulfill one's contract: also : down, beaten 
, n •£ : failure by the bidder (as in auction pinochle) 
his contract; also : the penalty for such failure 

t -ED/-INO/-S 1 obS : VOUCHSAFE. QRANT, ACCORD, 

2 obs : ALLOW. PERMrr 
«d«»l, -«t^\ or betel pepper n s [Pg beteU betle, fr. 
-r/to/] : a climbing fi^pper (Piper betle) whose leaves 
ped around or niix«l with a whole betel nut or scrap- 
1 it together with lime made from burnt coral and 
s a stimulant masticatory esp. by southeastern Asians 
n [so called fr. its being chewed with betel leaves 
ingent seed of the betel palm used as a vermifuge anc 
id in the East for chewing — called ^o areca nut 
to. n ibete\ nut] : an Asiatic pinnate>leaved palm 
ktechu) having a slender ringed trunk and an orange^ 
jungent astringent drupe with an outer fibrous husJc 
fEL nut; compare betel 

nOl n : CRAVrBETOL 

3 also bdte nolr XJbetno'wSr, bct'nw-, -5t-, -w4(r\ 
tes nolres also bdtes noirs \-ar(z).-Az.-d(r\ [F 
!, lit., black beast] : a person or thing usu. strongly 
Jtently detested, feared, or avoided <an idiosyno-atic 
ose bite noir was the Irft turn — Marylin Bender) 
Ji, -at.-Ss\ also bet \-fft,-a5\ « -s [Heb con- 
m of bayith, lit., house] 1 : the second letter of the 
ilphabet — symbol 3; see alphabet table 2 : the 
the Phoenician or of any of various other Semitic 
corresponding to Hebrew beth 
•ra \be'thab3ro\ n -s [origin unknown] ; any of 
ritish Guiana timber trees of the genus Tabebuia 
lense hard wood 

or bet din \*'din, -'den\ n [Heb bSth dm, lit., 
judgment] 1 : a Jewish court in ancient times corn- 
three or four judges 2 : a judicial body composed 
1 and two or more assistants having jurisdiction in 
Jewish law 

JcthalX n -s [Heb bSth'gl house of God] : Hot;sE op 
as a : a chapel for nonconformists b : a place of 
ar seamen 

rocess \;beth3l.\ n, usu cap B [after John Bethell, 
Am. inventor] : a method of preserving wood with 
inder pressure 

I Nbd'thczda, be-\ n -s [fr. Bethesda, Biblical pool 
J have curative powers (Jn 5:2-4), fr. Gk BSthesda} 
ed place : chapel; esp : bethel a 
mi.drash V.bath.hami'drash, ,bath.ha'ml,drash. 
or bet hamldrash \-St-.-5s-\ n [Heb beth hammi- 
., house of study] : a hall or school where Jews esp. 

Europe study the Bible, the Talmud, and later 
terature 

>.pher or bet Iia.se.fer \.. ha*safar\ n [Heb bith 
house of the book] : a Jewish elementary school 



"Ir yv^itj ; a J e WISH Clemen lary scnooi 

\V.hata'fil3, -tafi'iaX n 

HattiphUlah house of prayer] : a Jewish house of 
synagogue 

t^/* bethought; bethought; bethinbing; 

[ME bethinken, bethenken, bethenchen, fr. OE 

U. be- + thencan to think — more at think] vt 
c : to call to mmd ! remember how those of old 
:o their word —Edwin Arnold) b : to cause (one- 
11 something to mind <he bethought him of his re- 
y as head of the house —Mary Webb) 2 obs a : to 
VI th a view to decision or action : think over 
ilemency . . they would desire —Francis Bland) 
e ^oneselO to consider something with a view to de- 
fii,°\SM ?"1 Brace ... to themselves and 
J?il"tJ?l"°i!^ ^, ' *° (oneself) up to reflection 
neself) to thought <Rip bethought himself a moment 
ion Irving) 4 obs : to contrive as a result of 
devise <we a means to break it off — Shak.) 
ng (oneself) to a conclusion : resolve <has be- 
mseif of joining profit and pleasure together — 
it™^? ~ *o engage in thought : consider <■ 
ismiM us —Lord Byron) syn see remember 
n \ bethli.hem. -Ie,h-, 'bethlcam, -laiam, rapid 
tf Q?' t •J^'!;?'?^ " [fr. the 

3EdLIm¥^'^ Je/A/eAem. London, England] 
n.lte \:.mit\ n -s cap I Bethlehem, Palestine + E 
tive or inhabitant of Bethlehem 
sage n. usu cap B tz European herb (Putmonaria 

with white or reddish violet flowers shaped like 

f'SJSf, • • : '"V n» betWehem's^tars usu cap 

r-BETHLEHEM 1 

n -s [alter, of blrthroot} 1 : birthroot 

hum?s^^ ' *° ^^^^ °r or 

^^f: + "'"'"^3 : to beat or pelt soundly 
ghly ^ : to thrash, or 

e'a?y*'Be-ti:j!i^da'f ^'"''"''"'^ " «" 
fNL, fr. Bethylus, type 
th« fiiJi?^' ''M-d) .+ -tdae-} : a family of 

ine females of which oviposit on other insects that 

:nd paralyze 

beUded \-tid6d\ abo archaic be-tld 
V fS '"■f^'^J*^ beading; betides [ME 

mpT, r *° happen — more at tide] vt 1 : to 
AJ:^ "~ chiefly in the expression woe 

* * ''"o recognizes no law) <woe ~ our 

Vir^^J^^^^- <such omens ~ no good) 

-w*im^™*'w ^S^P** • uv "S^t f^'"^^ **th all of us. 

Wilham Wordsworth) 2 obs : to be the fate or 
with o/ or on <if he were dead, what would on 

KfP t TOREBODE Syn SCC HAPPEN 

4SfI.^^ ii*; Obs : BETIMES 

d J^^}^^ ^^'^ f""- + -*]!: in good 

ikei,S;iS°'**°^''' <that Friday morning 

Chu^hn that something was to happeS 

i-hurchiU) a archaic : in a short time : soon, 



~r ,7.7-, I \ r, -r iiuej J. : 10 give a atie to (a 

frerff/ffrf elder statesman) 2 : to call by a title : call by the title 
°^ ft*' Anglo-Saxons" in some charters) 

be.toil \bi. b? +\ V/ ibe- + toin : to oppress or exhaust with 
toil 

be*to-ken Xbi'tokan, be-\ vt betokened; betokened; be- 
tokening \-kCa)nio\ betokens [ME betacnien, betokenen, fr. 
be- + tamien tokenen to token — more at token] 1 a o6i ; to 
be a symbol of : signify visibly : represent <in the cloud a bow 
^ing peace from God —John Milton) b : to show esp. by 
signs or tokens : give evidence of <thin, tall, and of that ash- 
gray color which ~j constant sleeplessness — Osbert Sitwell) 
<an elderly man, of . . . strong, square features, -^ng a steady 
soul — Nathamel Hawthorn^ 2 ; foreshow, presage <no 
wghing in the woods to ^ a big weather change — John Muir) 
syn see indicate ' 

be.ton.i.ca \bi'tan*ko\ «, cap [NL, fr. L betonica. vetionlca 
betony] in some esp. former classijications : a small genus of 
Eurasian herbs (family Labiaue) often included in Stachys 

hi? «°l„***v^£°'".°'l5 t"*^ greatly exceeding the calyx 

bet.0.ny \»befne\ n -es [ME betone, fr. OF betoine, fr, L 
T^L^rJfl^ '''"onica. tT Ke//on« an ancient people inhabiting 
the Ibenan peninsula] 1 ; any of several woundworts formerly 
included in the genus Betonica; esp i purple betony 2 ; any 
of several plants of the genus Teucrium; esp : American 

GERMANDER 
betook past 0} BETAKE 

SS'tS ™\Hk^*- ^ '^f'^ " Violently : AOiTAre 

De-to.yan Xbrtoysn, -t6iCy)an\ n •& usu cap {Betoya, a So 
American Indian people, the language of the Betoya (fr. So 
betoya, betpy, betoye, of Amerind origin) + E -on] 1 : k 
language family of Chibchan stock m eastern Colombia 
3 : TUCANO lb 

be.trample \b*., be. +\ v/ ibe- trample! : to mark or dirty 
tjy tramphng 

be.tray VW.'trS, be. A v6 -ed/-ing/-s [MB betrayen, fr. be- + 
trayen to betray, fr. OF tralr, fr, L tradere to betray, deUver — 
more at traitor] vt 1 : mislead: as a : to lead astray (as into 
error, sin, or danger) <a peaceful man ^ed by anger into 
yjolence) <their heroes are still victims ^ed by circumstances 
into cnmmai follies that lead to disasters —Malcolm Cowley) 
d : to lead astray and abandon (a girt or woman) ; seduce <a 
mrl ~erf in her teens by a much older man) 2 : to deliver into 
the hands of an enemy by treachery or fraud in violation of 
trust a citadel by opening its gates in the night to enemy 
iorces> 3 ; to prove faithless or treacherous to ; fail or desert 
esp. in time of need <~ his own people by going over to the 
enemy) <use the poor as a stepping-stone to jwwer, and then to 
~ them —Encounter} 4 : reveal: as a : reveal uninten- 
tionally (as something more prudentiy concealed) : disclose 
<even his best wnungs ~ a limited imagination and a sour 
vievv of life) b : to show or indicate (as something not obvious 
on the surface) <only a tension of mouth muscles ^ed his 
uncasmessXhis best columns ... the philosophical bent of 
his mind —John Mason Brown) c : to disclose in violation of 
confidence <~ government secrets) W : to prove false (when 
lovd;^ woman stoops to foUy and finds too Ute that men 

».7>i!i«"-P^ -/^^P.'.t'^^ syn see deceive, reveal 

be.tray.al y a (9)l\ n -s : the act of betraying or fact of being 
betrayed <his of that trust by his unthinlcing egotism -Mart 

h5 £2i;S''?i?i***Lt"**?**°"..™ a of his uncertainty) 
sid^ ' ■''^ " ^ '^"^^ ' ^° on both or all 

/*^rl^^*^^*' -'t^t*>* -"troth, or with th\ vt -ed/ 
fre/reurten, betrouthen, fr. be- + treuthe, trouthe 
truth, troth — more at truth] 1 archaic : to promise to take 
• P^S?* one's troth to 2 a : to promise in mar- 
nage : affiance dauchtRr to.o ni>;«o 1 



«tTS?a?t"^i.* »w™9vement: as a : an improvement of an 
mS?.**^ ? * additionlof new buildings) thft makes it better 
and more valuable than mere repairing would do b : an 
TF^RW^f^^ °^ ^ highway, railroad, or business esUblish- 
mcnt) that does more than restore to a former good condition 
replacement in accounting of an existing asset with one 
Sl.?/^***^ superior value 2 : the sum of money as- 

^f!S':J^^^^^^hV betterment <'-j for street con- 

fSJl ^°5^^/^"^. * °" "Penditure that adds greater worth (as 
hi? ?^ increased capacity) to a fixed asset 
Det'ter.most V.most\ ad} I now chiefly dial : best <my lady 
might wear some of her gowns —Emily Eden) : superior 
^me ^ person who shows her superionty by wearing kid ^ — 
-^m7flh"tiS)°'^'°°^ 2no*c/i/ey/>.i/a/:oREATE^<the/?' ^ 
better natture or better seU n : the more virtuous, amiable, or 
kindly instincts of a person or 

?«u™w ^1?'' °' : the more 

tolerable of two undesirable things 

ibette^-to-do \;«»*»;*\ adj [intended as comparative of well-toa 
m\1 ir» prosperous economic circumstances ! better off (many 
of the better-to-do urban Frenchmen acquire homes in the 
country — S.K.Padover) 

??i,"®r"J?^? p/ better-to-do : one who is better-to-do 
<thc better-to-do on whom the burden of the expense of the 
hberal program had fallen -C.L.Jones) ' 

betting pres part 0} BET 

betting machine n : pari-mutuel 

bet.tong ybe,t6n. -Ha\ also bet-ton-ga \-oga\ n -s [native 
BeSofSa ' "veral kangaroos of the genus ^> 

bet.ton.gla \bc'taogEa\ n, cap [NL. fr. E bettong NL -te] : it^Tr^ 
^H*?^**??.. °' 5™*" leaping rat kan8aroos^====ik 

bet.tor or bet-ter \'bcd.3(r), -ct».\ n -s : one that bets ^ 
aI?-t?^®*^^ \'bets(iz)-\ /I. usu cap B [after Anson G. B«/ff=C=i 
M 876 Am, metal urgjstl: an electi-olytic process for refiningj?^ 

«*«:trolyte being a solution of lead fluosilicate 
PbSiFs and Jluosihcic add /fH^N 
bet-ty \'bcde, 'bete. -i\ n -es usu cap [short for brown Betty} 
, a dessert made of alternate layers of fruit and buttered^^rt^ 
crumlw, sugar, and spices baked in a large baking dish or i3H[=D 
individual dishes <cranberTy ~>; specif : brown betit 
Deny lamp \ -\ n, usu cap B [prob. fr. the name Jff«/rv] : a 




-;i--nr. •* ' o UUI.U lu A a i xo promise 1 

;»,*tT*^^ to a rising young lawyer) 

<two children of noble blood almost from birth) h obs 
: pledge <a fool that '-j himself to unquietness —Shak.) 
*S ?r pledge m religious faith and affiliation 

^•th-?^;^if\i?°ft?** -;tiJth-\ n -s ibetroth + -af] 

. the act of betrothing or fact of being beti-othed : a mutua 
Espousal *^ritract for a futiire marriage — called also 

be.troth^ \.tht,-thd sometimes -tiidd or -th4d\ n -s ; one 

betrothed: esp : the person to whom one is betrothed 
pe*trotn-ment X-thmont, -ih-\ n -s ; betrothal 
be. trousered \bd. be +\ [be- -f- rro«i ™-f -^*f] : wearing 
trousers ° 
be. trunk \b4.'tnjQk. be.'-\ vt -ed/-ino/-s ibe- + trunk (to 
truncate)] : to remove the lower part of tiae course of (a 
stream) esp. by submergence of a valley or by recession of the 
land along a shore — compare behead 
betrust vtibe- + trust} obs : trvst 
bets pres 3d sing 0/ bet, pi 0} bet 
bet.sey bug or bet-sy bug \'bets5-\ also betsy beeUe n 
sometimes cap 1st B [by folk etymology] : bess-buo 
i>et'Si*mi*sar*a>l£a \,bctsem9'saraka\ n, pi betsimlsaraka or 
DetSlnilsarakas : a native of the east coast of Madagascar of 

?'.u*5^*^ Malay blood and type — compare Malagasy 
5Ji« ^ " fpL] I cap : a genus of small brilUantiy 

colored long-finned freshwater anabantid fishes of south- 
eastern Asia related to tiie climbing perch 2 -s sometimes 
cap : any fish of the ^enus Betta; esp : one (5. splendens) 
fighting filh^ tropical aquanum — called ahto Siamese 
betted past of bet 

»bet.ter \*b«i'0(r), -et^^X adj, comparative oj GOOD [ME 
bettre. jT OE betera; akin to OHG bezziro better. ON betri, 
Goth batiza; comparative (with the suffix represented by OE 
-ra) of the root found in OE b5t remedy, compensation. 
battan to get better, OHG bazzin, ON batna to get better 
Goth eabatnan to receive as a benefit, Skt bhadra fortunate 
£-?f / fl'^^ ^ * ^9^^ than half; esp : much more than 

half (waiting Uie ^ part of an hour) 2 : improved in health 
(the patient IS much/N. after a good night*s rest) 3 : of higher 
quality (as in breeding, style, or workmanship) <a ^ class of 
people) (a line of yard goods) <a ^ type of car) — bet*ter 
ly adv — bet*ter*ness n -es 
^better \**\ adv, comparative oj well [ME bettre, fr. bettre, 
fu^ -' -rf superior or more excellent manner (he writes ~ 
man 1 do) b : more desirably : preferably <things ^ left 
unsaid) 2 a : to a higher or greater degree (he knows the 
itvi\ 7fU^i^ " <'t " Oian 1 0 miles to the 

3iS.t?ir^?"v**°°*^ was published ~ than 50 years ago) 
SJi? A X"?* ^^^^v^/"^* f'"/'!. 1 a : something 
^> "fX" ^0°*=*** for ~ at his hands - 
Shak.) b ; one who has a claim to precedence : a superior esp. 
in mcnt or rank (the common man has been put and kept in 
his place by his -J -C.G.Benjamin) <I like noVels to be about 
T^rV^o*'"**^' «"ergy, breeding, or bank balance — W.H. 

2 : superior position : advantage, victory — usu. 
rit^.n'^ f^fr^fSf^V?»Lr °' argument) <get tiie - of a 
nva ), — lor the better : so as to produce improvement 
(making alterations yor the better in the design of a house) 
•better \"\ vb -edAingAs [ME bettren, fr. bettre, adj.] vt 
L' "mprove: as a : ameliorate <strive toward 
^ing the condition of the slum dwellers) b ; to advance or 
make sounder the condition or circumstances of <as time goes 
by and we ^ our acquaintance — A.T.Quiller-Couch) (closer 
Eu ^in^N"**?? r"^^ have the boolT-M.B.Emcniau) <S 
his lot) . 2 : to surpass in excellence : exceed, excel (ran 
the mile in four minutes flat, ^ing his own previous record by 
several seconds) (industrial production this year considerably 
yed that of last year) 3 : to increase (a previous bet) in cer- 
Um card games : raise ~ vi : become better : improve (the 



Betty lamp 



™--^ \ \ n, t.up a LProD. ir. 

lamp consisting of a shallow lidded metal 
vessel with a small spout for a coarse 
wick, fueled by tallow, grease, or oil, usu. 
hung by a hook and chain, and used esp. 
m the American colonies 
bet-U'la \'bcchsla\ n, cap [NL, fr. L 
betula, betulla birch, fr. Gaulish betulla' 
akin to Mir 6e/Ae, beithe box (tree), W 
bedw birch, and to the (prob. Celtic) 
source of L bitumen mineral pitch: fr. the 
use of the birch tree as a source of tar — 
more at cud] : a genus of north-tem- 
rwrate and arctic trees and shrubs 
(family Betulaceae) comprising the 
birches and having hard close-grained 
laSSf^, toothed leaves monoecious flowers in 

Si.^ Juf f J'"/*''"*^ ^-'^^ «°tiit;. thin, and decid- 

uous, and the fruit a small samara 

\.berfi3*15se.c\ n pi, cap [NL, fr. Betula, type 
genus -V -aceae} : a family of trees andshrubs (order Fagaira) 
having simple leaves, monoecious or rarely dioecious flowers, 
and one-seeded riutiike fruits and comprising the birches and 
certain related plants (as alders, hornbeams, and hazels) — 
^bet.u.la.ceous \:«;iashas\ a^ ^ ^ 

betula oil n : birch oil 2 

bet-n.lln VbechaldnV n -s [ISV betuU (fr. NL Betula, genus 

f ''"^if + '^^ • BffTULINOL 

\:bftchs:iinik\ n [ISV betulin -1- -fc] : a 
^^^}»^\ tnterpcnoid acid Cz9H46(OH)COOH found in 
various plantii (as flowenng dogwood) and obtained from 
betulinol by oxidauon 
bet*u-Iin*ql \-li.ndl. -ol\ n -s ibetulin + -o/J : a crystalline 
occurring esp. as the white 
*i?^^L?l°"J^r.i?'> of tiie European birch (Betula alba) 
bet.U-U.tes \.b«:h3'hd.(.)cz\ n, cap [Kl, fr. Betula + L -ites 
'Setula exunct Cretaceous trees resembling Uie genus 

l».turbaned \b4, be+\ adj ibe- + turban 4- ^rf] : wearing a 
turban 

be.twat.tlea \W.'twad.»ld. be-\ adj ibe- + twattled, past part 
of t wattle} dial ; addled, confused 

ibe-tween \b4.'twen. be- -\ prep [ME betwene, prep. & adv.. 
fr. OE betwSonum, fr. be- + -twSonum (dat, pi. of an old dis- 
tributive numeral akin to Gotii tweihnal two each); akin to OE 
twigen, tw5, m two — more at two] 1 a ; involving the recip- 
rocal action of : involving as partidnants : jointly engaging 
(the job was completed ^ the two of them) (two years of quiet 
talks ~ the three - rime) b : shared by <there are many inter- 
relationships, and many mutual interests, ^ linguistics, philos- 



ophj^, and 



psychology —J.B.Carroll) c : by pfving a portion 
II to each of (the fortune was divided the four 



VI nie total cttui ui \\m loriune was ai video the J 
grandchildren) (the food was shared ^ three families) 2 a : in 
the time interval that separates <the two days ~ Monday and 
Thursday) (^ bites of food, they talked to their teacher) 
? A *t? -rf- "^^^ separates ; betwdct <an alleyway two 
tall buildings) <a vacuum ^ two electrodes) : in the midst of 
: surrounded by (a lion rampant ~ eight crosses) c : in inter- 
mediate relation to in respect to quantity, quality, or degree 
(weighing somewhere ^ a pound and a pound and a half) <a 
grade ~ passing and failing) 3 a : from one to the other of 
<air service ~ the two cities) b : joining, connechng <a 
passageway ~ two rooms) C : in common to : in the joint 
possession, action, or agency of <an agreement '^states) (there 
is no continuity of mood ~ the three books — F.A.Swinner- 
ton) (mutual understanding ^ the brothers) d : separating 
DiCTTNOyiSHiNO : setting apart (the lines different new media 
— F.L.Mott) (a distinction must be drawn the .. . three func- 
tions of authonty — Abram Kardiner) 4 : after a comparison 
of : in point of comparison of (there is not much to choose ~ 
the two coats) 5 : in confidence restricted to (a secret our- 
selves) (there's nothing private ~ you and me —Walter de la 
Mare) 6 : taking together the total effect of fa series of things) 
making beds, washing dishes, sewing, cleaning, and raising 
her children, she was kept busy) 
»between \**\ adv [ME betwene} 1 a : in an intermediate posi- 
tion in relation to two other objects (two desks with a waste- 
basket '^) b : filhng the space limited by two objects (two 
buildings with a parking area ~) 2 : in the interval : in in- 
tervals (two short movies with a newsreel ~) (dancing all the 
dances with very little rest~) 3 : tiirough a space limited by 
two objects (since he could not go around the two strolling 
men, he went '^) 

i5S2^!S^Ai^ v" space state, or way between 

betweenbraln \*'<»,»\ n -s itbetween} : diencephalon 

1 between decks y-,*, advVbetween} : in the space on 

a ship between decks : belowdecks : below tiie mam deck 
^between decltS n pi but sing in constr 1 • the space 

belowdecks : the space below the main deck 2 : a deck below 

the main deck; specij : a raised deck in the hold of a cargo 

ship 

betweenmaia « -s i^between} Brit : a maidservant 

whose work supplements that of cook and housemaid 

be*tween<ness \-Hnn4s\ n -es ; the quality or state of being 
between two others in an ordered series ® 
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